Influence of famotidine on verapamil pharmacokinetics in rats.
The effect of famotidine (4 mg/kg, p.o.) on the kinetic profile of co-administered verapamil (20 mg/kg(-1), p.o.) was studied in the rat. Plasma verapamil levels were collected serially for 12 h and measured using sensitive HPLC method. The pharmacokinetic parameters (elimination half-life, area under the plasma concentration-time curve, peak plasma levels and the times to attain these plasma levels) of verapamil were evaluated in the rat. The results indicate that co-administered famotidine did not significantly alter the pharmacokinetic profile of verapamil in the rat. The present finding suggests that famotidine may safely be co-administered with verapamil but clearly further studies in human subjects are needed to reliably rule out the potential interaction of these two drugs.